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This conference will offer students and educators the opportunity to share 
experiences, explore new pedagogies, shape and develop curriculum, and learn 
from one another in a  dynamic, creative, participant -focused atmosphere.  The 
2009 program  utilizes both participatory workshop and Open Space formats to 
best meet the diverse needs of participants.   Workshop themes include farmers as 
educators, urban agriculture, systems thinking and ethics, social justice, and 
integrating community members into agriculture.   Keynote speakers, Fred 
Kirschenmann  and Terry Gompert  lend their voice to the dialogue.  Field trips will 
engage participants in issues related to learning farms and commercial 
agriculture.   

In order to engage participants  in a process of holistic problem solving , the arts 
have been integrated throughout the conference in a way that will encourage 
participants to creatively engage all of their senses. Along with music, poetry, and 
visual art, Iowa's Poet Laureate Mary Swander  and students will perform 
Farmscape Theater, weaving connections between food and ecology, justice 
and agriculture, labor and land, culture and science. 

Registration, lodging details and additional  information can be found on the 
website:  www.sustainableaged.org.   

Student participants have a reduced conference rate and the option of requesting 
accommodations with an ISU student. These accommodations are provided on  a first-c ome, first -
serve basisÑ spaces are limited.  

www.sustainableaged.org  

Join us for this exciting, participant -driven experience in 
the heartland:  

• Visit student farms  and innovative sites of 

learning  

• Experience the creative power of theater, live 
music, poetry , and  visual art  

• Enjoy meals of local food 

• Dialogue with Fred Kirschenmann , Terry Gompert , 
and IowaÕs Poet Laureate, Mary  Swander   
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